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June 28,1901 



Liverpool, England, June 11, 1901. 
Sie : I have the honor to make the usual report for the week ended 
June 8, 1901. 

During the week I inspected 1,280 passengers for Canadian ports. I 
advised the rejection of 6 persons for favus and 2 for trachoma. 
Bespectfully, John F. Andebson, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Suegeon-Geneeal, 

TJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Report from London — Plague in various places. 

London, England, June 8, 1901. 
Sie : I have the honor to report that the health of the United King- 
dom remains satisfactory, and the rate of mortality is rather below the 
average. In London for the week ended June 1 the mortality was only 
15.4 per 1,000. There were no deaths from quarantinable diseases, but 
10 deaths were attributed to influenza. 

The news from Cape Town leads one to think that the epidemic of 
plague is subsiding. For the week ended June 1 there were only 18 
new cases and 10 deaths, making the total number of cases up to that 
date 684, with 318 deaths. 

On June 3, 2 cases of plague were reported from Zagazig and 1 from 
Miniet, Egypt, both being towns that have not been previously thought 
infected. 

Bespectfully, A. B. Thomas, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. S. 
The Suegeon-Geneeal, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Plague and smallpox in various places. 

London, England, June 15, 1901. 

Sie : I have the honor to report that the health of London and the 
United Kingdom continues remarkably good, and the death rate rela- 
tively low. The only deaths reported from quarantinable diseases for 
the week ended June 8, were 1 (smallpox in Glasgow) and 1 (typhus 
fever in London). For the same period there was 1 case of typhus fever 
in Dublin and 1 case of smallpox under treatment in London. 

Eegarding the recent newspaper reports of plague in London, I would 
state that 2 or 3 cases of suspected plague have occurred in the last few 
months, but each of these cases upon investigation has been found 
negative, and so far as is known there has not been a case in the city. 
The total number of cases of plague at Cape Town up to June 8 were 
700, with 326 deaths, making it appear that during the week ended on 
that date there had been 16 cases and 8 deaths. One case is reported 
to have occurred on the guardship Monarch, and 1 at Maitland. Seven 
cases are reported to have occurred at Port Elizabeth up to June 1 . 

From Egypt, cases of plague are further reported at Zagazig up to 
the number of 18, and the lay press for the week reports from Cairo 
that 10 cases have occurred since the first of the week, but this may 
refer to the cases mentioned above, Zagizig being near Cairo. 

During the week ended June 7, 1 fatal case of plague occurred in 
Mauritius. 
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From Hongkong, for the week ended June 18, there are reported 215 
cases of plague and 207 deaths, and for the week ended June 8, 161 
cases and 155 deaths. 

A case of plague was removed from the Canadian Pacific steamer 
Empress of China at Wa Sung, and the steamer was quarantined in 
Nagasaki. 

Respectfully, A. E. Thomas, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

GERMANY. 

Report from Berlin — "Plague memoranda," sent out by the central board 
of health, Queensland, Australia. 

Berlin, Germany, June 6, 1901. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following extract from the pub- 
lications of the imperial health office, No. 21, of May 22, 1901 : 

Australia — Queensland. — The following "Plague memoranda" have 
been communicated by the central board of health to the various local 
medical officers: 

1. "When plague threatens, the recognition of the first case is of para- 
mount importance, for the history of epidemics teaches over and over 
again that a single case has contaminated a hitherto clean country. In 
times outside those of an epidemic, plague diagnosis is, more or less, a 
matter of probability, and the disease has not unfrequently been mis- 
taken for typhus or typhoid fevers, pneumonia, or acute blood poison- 
ing. Plague in these forms is always grave; not only because the 
"pneumonic" form is highly infectious to other persons, but for the 
reason that the milder varieties — e. g., pestis minor or the ambulant 
form of the disease by virtue of its mildness produces a false sense of 
security. 

2. In order to help toward recognition of this disease in its obscurer 
manifestations, a statement of the clinical features exhibited will be 
found in Part II of this memorandum. 

3. Cases of plague with such ill-defined clinical symptoms as referred 
to above are apt to elude diagnosis unless a bacteriological examination 
is additionally made on the patient or on the corpse. 

With a view to assisting in the identification of plague. newly devel- 
oping in one or other district, the central board of health has arranged 
for bacteriological testing, without cost to the local authority, of mate- 
rial submitted by their medical officer of health from the earliest sus- 
pected case or cases. 

Directions for obtaining and forwarding the suspected material will 
be found in Part III of this memorandum. 

4. An essential measure of precaution, in view of the observed rela- 
tion between plague in rats and plague in the human subject, will be 
the prompt destruction of all rats in districts threatened or invaded by 
plague, care being taken that their carcases are collected and burnt 
without being unduly handled. 

Any unusual sickness or undue fatality observed among rats should 
put the medical officer on his guard. 

5. The isolation hospital should have a plentiful supply of fresh air, 
and proper attention to cleanliness and disinfection, and, when not 
occupied by any patients, should be kept in good repair and the build- 
ings well looked after by a competent caretaker. 



